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Addresses of Greater Amman Municipality District Offices
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s . . : 0 batha ok 5 10- 08, cli -
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gl i i
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GAM Centennial Celebrations
Program in August 2009
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The Fourth Korean Film Week

Date : From 03/08/2009 To 06/08/2009

City: Amman , Location : Al Hussein Cultural
Center , Organizer : Greater Amman Munici-
pality/ Cultural Department , Entry : Free
Organizer's Email : centennial@ammancity.
gov.jo

The Korean Embassy and the Cultural De-
partment and Abd Al Hameed Shoman
Foundation will hold the Fourth Korean Film
Week 2009. For mare info, please call +962 6
1624748
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Dreams of the City Guard

Date : From 12/08/2009

City: Amman , Location : Al Hussein Cultural
Center , Organizer : Zaha Children Cultural
Center,Entry : Free

Organizer's Email :
manager.zaha@yahoo.com

A musical comedy and dance play about a
city guard who tries to guard the City from
all dangers.

For mare info, please call +962 6 5511305
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Palestinian Youth Orchestra

Date : 14/08/2009

City: Amman , Location : The Roman Theater
,Entry : Ticket

Organizer's Email : raed@arabttc.org

This event will be in cooperation between
GAM, Al Balad theater and the National Music
Conservatory of Edward Saeed from Pales-
tine and some of the sponsoring organiza-
tions. This event will include Arabic Musical
pieces and Foreign Classical For more info,
please call +96264652005
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Madenati Amman Exhibition for

Children

Date : From 18/08/2009

City: Amman , Location : Zaha Cultural Center
for Children , Organizer : Zaha Cultural Cen-
ter for Children ,Entry : Free

Organizer's Email :
manager.zaha@yahoo.com

Celebrating GAMs Centennial, Children from
Zaha Photography Academy will hold an ex-
hibition. On display there will be a 100 photos
showing Amman'’s Urban development over
the past 10 years.

For mare info, please call 5511305
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0ld Amman Photos Exhibition

Date : From 05/08/2009 To 15/08/2009

City: Amman , Location : Cultural Village Gal-
lery / King Hussein Park ,Qrganizer : Greater
Amman Municipality/ Cultural Department ,
Entry : Free

Organizer's Email :
Centennial@ammancity.gov.jo

The Cultural Department at Greater Amman
Municipality and the Jordanian Photography
society will hold an exhibition for 0ld Am-
man Photos.

For more info please call +962 6 4,624,748
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The European Street Art Festival

Date : From 06/08/2009 To 10/08/2009

City: Amman , Location : King Hussein Park,
Rainbow Street, Hayy Yasmin Park, Hashem-
ite Square, Roman Amphitheater, Queen Ra-
nia Park , Organizer : Orange Red music and
event management , Entry : Free

Organizer's Email : Centennial@ammancity.gov.jo
Street performers from ltaly, France, Po-
land, Spain, Hungary, and Jordan will mark
the yth edition of this highly popular festival
in Amman. The festival takes place in various
locations around the city such as Hashemite
square and Rainbow Street.
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Amman Short Story Forum

Date : From 09/08/2009 To 13/08/2009

City: Amman , Location : Al Hussein Cultural
Center , Organizer : Greater Amman Munici-
pality/ Cultural Department , Entry : Free
Organizer's Email : Centennial@ammancity.gov.jo
Narrators and critics from different Arab
countries take part in the Amman Short
Story Forum.

For more info, please call 4624748

olos os yuad plid Jadi ddluo

TN/ oo gyl

aslaill gslall: plaisll s ¢lac : duaoll
Ammani9o9@hotmail.com : plaiall LiguSIXl oyl
&0 voleill plai.plde ue 8uas pildl daluo
& a8, luoll byl 0 20y, pUll dySloll dipl|
pUONI 0185 pis 1 809 gulo/ Ll ypubs culy
l=ig.gilgu/ 500 4pui JUS dnise dinl dis Go
&l jooi duspulawel] ol i dilay & ailull
ol QM5 Ll dole LAg, L puAl (§ug.pUSI
. g

Short Film about Amman Competition

Date : From 01/08/2009

City: Amman , Qrganizer : Cultural Depart-
ment

Organizer's Email : Amman19o9@hotmail.com
This competition is organized in cooperation
with the Royal Film Committee. Application
starts early April/May and for a two manths
period. The grading will be done by a special
jury during July and the results will be an-
nounced in early August. The three winning
short films will be presented to the public
during the same manth.
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Open Youth Orchestra

Date : From 02/08/2009 To 17/08/2009

City: Amman , Location : The National Center
for Culture and Arts (King Hussein Founda-
tion , Organizer : Agness Basheer , Entry :
Ticket

Organizer's Email : agness@nol.com.jo

The event aims to create Open Youth Or-
chestra and train young musicians for fu-
ture participation as members of any Clas-
sical Traditional or Modern Orchestra; The
core members of Youth Orchestra will be
able to perform on different occasions and
give public concerts; - To encourage sum-
mer sessions of Open Youth Orchestra as
a unique opportunity of young musicians
from the region to live common experience
and exchange knowledge and experience;
- To transform summer session in Amman
in later sustainable school for young musi-
cians from the region. For more info, please
call +962 6 777392773
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In the new scholastic year, your
support is urgently needed.

Participate in supplying school bags and
stationary to distribute at less fortunate schools
in Amman

For enquiries
please call GAM

Tel: 06 4619968

Call Now

0799292920 ‘ 064775536
077 9999 366 06477 55 34

Upon Receiving any complaints concerning
Greater Amman Municipality work,

our mobile complaints units invistigates
on the spot and follows up live on air, until
the problemis solved, during the

daily morning show,

«Ammoan This Morning»
hosted by Ahmed Fahem
from 7:30-9:30am

]
Hawa Amman Y{JloL Ig.M
Fax 064746822 Greater Amman Municipality 105.9 FM

hawaamman@ammancity.gov.jo LA \ 4




—
O
o
O

(i

N
([e»]3

sl olac ol digio
o [ ]
O

Abu Jaber

Museum and Caves

The districts of Khreibt el-Souq, Jawa and
Yadoudeh boasts the presence of a very rare
artifact, possibly without any match what-
soever, in the form of steps leading to a cave
dating back to 30,000 B.C. Archaeologist
Aassi Abu Jaber discovered the steps and
spent years digging to unearth the wonders
that fascinate whoever enters the cave.

Since 1986, Abu Jaber has labored to turn
the cave and its contents into a piece of art
that encompasses many treasures depict-
ing our ancestral heritage, and to avail Jor-
danians the chance to see what they have
never seen before.

From the moment you descend the steps
to the cave you feel the awesomeness of the
place; the cave is 4 — 9 meters deep and con-
sists of many halls and corridors that tra-
verse you from one era to another, allowing
you to watch in wonder staues and artifacts

dating back to the Nabatean, Byzantine,
Greek and Roman eras, spread over an area
of 2,000m?.

Also discovered was a Pharaoh statue of
an Egyptian princess in addition to a statue
of the Fertility god dating back to 20,000 B.C.
The cave also holds hundreds of artifacts
of the contemporary era plus a copy of the
Noble Qur'an over 200 years old.

A multitude of visitors including politi-
cal, social and artistic personalities, both
Arab and foreign, showed theirimmense ap-
preciation fo the cave’s contents, with some
actors going as far as insisting on shooting
some of their scenes in the cave, especially
historical episodes, in addition to video clips
of Nojwa Karam and Aline Khalaf, plus other
international songs.

Mutaz Da’'na
Musatafa Al-Brari

ki

Day

Mon/Wed

Mon/Wed

Sun-Thu

Thursday

Time

12:00-12:10 noon
7:30-7:40 pm

6:00-7:00 pm

10:00-10:10 am
3:30-3:40 pm

4,:00-5:00 pm

10:30-11:00 am

6:00-7:00 pm
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Program

Centennial Flags

GAM Competition

Street Tales

Amman's wills

Penalty

Spotlight
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Zied Qandah the winner of “Sing to Amman”
Competition launched by Hawa Amman FM 105.9

The winning song “Oyoun Amman” (Eyes
of Amman) by the youngest participant
in the “Sing to Amman” competition,
Zaid Qandah, of Zaha Cultural Center, is
written and composed by Zaid Mdhahi;
in second place “Tihi Bihusnek” (Boast
your Beauty) by Rami Shafeq, writ-
ten and composed by Ibrahim Khalifa;
sharing third place are “"Hawa Amman”
(Amman’s Air) by Bashar Al-Sheikh, and
“Marfou’ Rasek Ya Amman” (Amman's
Head Held High) by Norma Dweiri.

Amman Mayor's representative,
Amman Deputy Director for Cultural,
Social and Sporting Affairs, Haitham
Jweinat, presented prizes and compli-
mentary shields to the winners during
a celebration held at Al-Hussein Cultural
Center, in the presence of the judging
committee and the Mayor's counselors
for tourism, investment and districts.

With the aim to encourage Jordanian
artists to compose a distinctive song for
Amman reflecting its past, present and
future, the total cash prizes reached
JD10,000 divided in three lots: 1st prize,
]D5,000; 2nd prize, ]D3,000; and 3rd
prize, ]D2,000.

The winning songs were also record-

ed and widely distributed.

Speaking on behalf of the Judging
committee which also included Hawa
Amman FM Director Nofal Khasawneh,
Musician Sakhr Hattar, and Head of Mu-
sic Section at the Radi and Television
Corporation Dhargham Bushnag, Artist
Macadi Nahhas said that the committee
was impressed with the standard of the
competition and its importance in en-
couraging the young talents to develop
Jordanian songs.

Out of the initial 157 participating
songs, 16 songs were selected by the
judging committee for the final episode
which opened the door for voting by SMS.
Some 20,000 SMS were received after the
final episode was over on June 18, in ad-
dition to the committee’s marks which
constituted 50% of the final result.

GAM included the winning songs in
Amman summer festival 2009 in Al-
Hussein Parks .

It is noteworthy that GAM had
launched the “Sing to Amman” compe-
tition on September 1, 2008 under the
theme "If your voice is nice and you love
Amman, sing to Amman”.

Amer Abu Tabanja

Regulation of Sacrificial animal sites and Organizing
the disposal system of dug-out soil and debris

The Greater Amman Municipality has
launched a project to enhance its perfor-
mance inorder to consolidate its capabilities
for offering quality services as to ensure
cost effectiveness. A detailed description of
the organizational performance enhance-
ment project was presented involving a re-
structuring of GAM, including the creation
of a new position of Control and Inspection
Director, directly related to Amman City's
deputy director for General Services. Two
new departments for Building Control plus
Health and Vocational Control were also
set up which are directly linked to the Ex-
ecutive Director of Control and Inspection,
who started operations as of September 18,
2008.

The duties of both departments include
monitoring all building and construction
works, overseeing excavations and trans-
port of soil to designated dumps, in addition
to monitoring and overseeing vocational
inspection and environmental and health
control, all within the boundaries of GAM.

The Executive Director’s office has al-
ready initiated improvements by imple-
menting GAM's vision and methodology
towards a healthy and safe environment
worthy of the Jordanian citizen. Teams with
cameras were formed to monitor excava-
tions and transport of dug out soil during
evening and night time, covering all GAM

districts; since the start of the Executive
Director’s office, adherence to regulations
pertaining to excavation and transport of
soil to designated dumps has reached 70%.

Statistical data was also prepared, in
cooperation with the Traffic Department, of
abandoned cars in various neighborhoods
which cause congestion and visual pollution
within the city, in preparation for adopting
the appropriate legal mechanism towards
their removal. Furthermore, a special unit
was set up to manage the Islamic cemetery
in Sahab in cooperation with concerned de-
partments.

Another qualitative development that
has taken place involved the project of sale
and slaughter of sacrificial animals in 2008,
which was implemented with the coopera-
tion of 16 departments and the entire GAM
districts; the direct monitoring ensured the
control and regulation of the whole process
which resulted in considerable reduction of
health and environmental pollution.

In its efforts to strengthen the links
with citizens (service receivers), GAM has
formed follow up teams to deal with com-
plaints and comments aired on various
radio stations and especially GAM's “Hawa
Amman FM", and to coordinate with the con-
cerned GAM's departments and districts to
come up promptly with suitable solutions to
those complaints and comments.
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Sacrificial animal sites after regulation

Organizing the disposal system of dug-out soil and debris
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GAM Activities During August 2009

The Activity place Date Time The Activity
Young Footballers course Queen Rania Abdullah Park (QRAP) 1-12/8/2009 QRAP/Child Cultural Center (CCC)
Fitness classes QRAP 1-12/8/2009 QRAP/CCC
Creative handicraft/ Muppets QRAP 1-12/8/2009 QRAP/CCC
Computer skills QRAP 1-12/8/2009 QRAP/CCC
Photography & Montage workshop QRAP 1-12/8/2009 QRAP/ CCC
“Children Rights” program QRAP 1-12/8/2009 QRAP/CCC
Traditional Arts & Dabkeh QRAP 1-12/8/2009 QRAP/CCC
English language course QRAP 1-12/8/2009 QRAP/CCC
«Gaining Support» [ Youth Skills program QRAP 1/8/2009 QRAP/Youth Distinctive Center (¥DC)
Music concert/Traditional folklore Al-Hussein Cultural Center (HCC) 1-2/8/2009 7 pm Beit al-Magdes
Football Championship for Veterans King Abdullah II Sports City (KASC) 1-3/8/2009 Companies Federation
Prince Ali for the Talented Center KASC 1-7/8/2009 Jordan Football Federation
Physical fitness KASC 2/8/2009 8-12 noon Police
21 graduation ceremony HCC 2/8/2009 L-7 pm Orphans Care Center/Jabal Natheef
Discussion session (Law Awareness& Society Culture) HCC 2/8/2009 9 am-1 pm General Federation of Jordanian Women
Football match Salt v Hashimy KASC 2/8/2009 5pm Jordan Football Federation
Match: Shabab Al-Hussein v Hashimi KASC 2/8/2009 5pm Jordan Football Federation
Meeting KASC 5/8/2009 5pm Greater Amman Municipality/ Oracle
Press Conf. Joined Celebration for Jerusalem HCC 6/8/2009 12 noon GAM Cultural Media Dep. & Ajman (UAE)
Shabab Al-Hussein v Ahli KASC 7/8/2009 5pm Jordan Football Federation
Prince Ali Talented Center KASC 8-11-14-15-18-21-22-25-28-29/8  8-10 am Jordan Football Federation
“Hares El-Madinah” play HCC 8/8/2009 Zaha Cultural Center
Free medical examination for speech/ University of Jordan QRAP 8/8 [2009 QRAP/ Family Guidance Unit (EGU)
“My Right=My Life"” program (right to learn) QRAP 8/8/2009 QRAP/ ¥DC
Amman Short Stories Forum HCC 9-12/8/2009 10-3 pm GAM/Cultural Media Dep.
Joint Celebration for Jerusalem as Arab Cultural- HCC 9-10/8/2009 7pm GAM Cultural Media Dep. & Ajman (UAE)
City: “Jerusalem, Darweesh & Memories”
Match: Shabab Al-Hussein v Salt KASC 10/8/2009 5pm Jordan Football Federation
Match: National Youth Team v Yarmouk KASC 9/8/2009 5pm Jordan Football Federation
Italian Film Screening HCC 11/8/2009 8 pm Italian Cultural Center
International Committee of the Red Cross Photo Exhibition HCC 12/8/2009 9 am RC
Match: Shabab Al-Hussein v Ahli KASC 12/8/2009 5pm Jordan Football Federation
Summer Camp graduation QRAP 13/8/2009 QRAP/CCC
Palestine Orchestra HCC 14-15/8/2009 7 pm al-Balad Theater & GAM
Volunteer Day/ SOS Village QRAP 15/8/2009 QRAP/ ¥YDC
Citizenship & Labor Law lecture QRAP 15/8/2009 QRAP/ EGU
English Language Course/ladies QRAP 15/8/2009 QRAP/Women Development Center
English Language Course/ladies QRAP 15/8/2009 QRAP/EGU
Match: Baq'a v Yarmouk KASC 15/8/2009 5pm Jordan Football Federation
Musical concert: “Youth Orchestra” 12(46 16/8/2009 7pm Arab Alliance of Women in Music-GAM
Musical Expression show HCC 17/8/2009 8 pm Amman Baptist Church
Matvh: Youth Team v Jazeera KASC 17/8/2009 5pm Jordan Football Federation
Song festival 12(46 18/8/2009 6pm ART
Networking with Local community institutions QRAP 19/8/2009 QRAP/EGU
Match: Yarmouk v Shabab al-Urdun KASC 21/8/2009 5pm Jordan Football Federation
Iftar for Orphan Children on the occasion of Ramadan QRAP 22/8/2009 QRAP/CCC
Activities on the occasion of Ramadan QRAP 22/8/2009 QRAP/YDC
Baq'a v Youth Team KASC 214/8/2009 5pm Jordan Football Federation
Match: Jazeera v Faisali KASC 25/8/2009 5pm Jordan Football Federation
Local community ladies’ meeting QRAP 30/8/2009 QRAP/EGU
Queen Rania Football Competition for neighborhood Schools QRAP 30/8/2009 QRAP/YDC

c )
FO r m O r e lnfo r l [ I C[ t 1 O n King Abdullah IT Sports City (KASC) 4705145 Queen Rania Al-Abdullah Park (QRAP) 4739967
Hussein Cultural Center (HCC) 4735188
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tutional Reform: Citizens First — Enabling

Workers,” Gharaibeh highlighted GAM's
restructuring plan, which aims at achieving
institutional change through pinpointing the
necessary requirements and priorities of the
City and citizens, thereby strengthening ser-
vices in terms of quality and efficiency. The
2nd session was chaired by Executive Direc-
tor Fakhouri, and was entitled “Children and
Youth Programs through the Participation of
Non-Governmental Organizations”. Director
of Programs at the National Center for Cul-
ture and Arts / King Hussein Foundation, Mu-
hannad Nofal, spoke about the Center’s role
in serving culture and arts and augmenting
them through the participation of the local
community. He also commended GAM's ef-
forts in supporting the public cultural and
artistic movement, and its cooperation with
the Center.

During his presentation of a work paper
entitled “Art: The New Entrance for Conver-
gence with the City”, Director of Walls for Art
and Development Association / Alexandria,
Suleiman Abdul Muttaleb, outlined the As-
sociation’s part in developing al-Maks, and
in finding jobs for youth and women. He ex-
plained that al-Maks was a random region
suffering from old housing and lack of aes-
thetic aspects, and so volunteers renovated
the houses, painting and decorating them.

Within this context, Director General of
Jordan River Foundation (JRE), Valentina Qus-
sisiya, demonstrated JRE's role in bolstering
a dynamic Jordanian community, through
establishing and supporting sustainable so-
cial, economic, and cultural programs, in col-
laboration with the relevant parties. These
are derived from national requirements and
priorities that aim at empowering communi-
ties and individuals.

A Memorandum of Understanding was
signed between the Greater Amman Munici-
pality and Dubai Municipality

“100 Ahlan W aln"

Continued from page 1

patriotic songs and cultural shows,
which the audience enjoyed. Circus of Leb-
anon offered an entertaining show that
included acrobatics and a fire show which

was breathtaking.

Bashar Sarhan presented his patriotic
and popular songs that celebrate Jordan
and the King, and which entertained the au-
dience tremendously. Amateur youth per-
formed their musical talents as they com-
peted for the prizes of “Mazzik with Pepsi”,
a competition which aims to explore cre-
ative talents in singing and playing musical
instruments. A British clatter band played
abeat concert as well, which was an amaz-
ing event full of creativity and innovation.

Children had a huge portion of the pro-
gram with the various activities exclusive-
ly for them such as face painting with the
participation of several popular cartoon
characters, magic shows, clowns, Muppet
shows, plays, balloon shaping and Amo
Shadi stories.

Jordanian artists Hani Matwasi, Mu-
hammad Qweider, Ahmad Abandah, Majd
Ayoub, Saeed Abu Tayeh and Tawfiq Dalou,
supplied a Jordanian folkloric performance
through their songs for the local communi-
ty as well as for tourists visiting Amman.

The Hessian State Youth Jazz Orchestra
(LJJ0) played many jazz tunes, both tradi-
tional and contemporary. The band was
founded in 1985 by Wolfgang Diefenbach
with the goal of enabling talented young
musicians to receive professional big band
training at the highest level.

The Egyptian Oriental Folk Dance Troupe
danced to the tunes of wind instruments, il-

lustrating the Egyptian traditions in wed-
ding ceremonies and other occasions.

The winning songs of “Sing for Amman”
competition, launched by GAM's Hawa Am-
man FM, were present in the Festival and
celebrated as well; as the winning stars
sang their songs at the “Jordanian Night”,
the huge crowd interacted with the songs
that reflect the Capital's history.

As part of the activities of ASF 2009, Jor-
dan Micro Credit Company (Tamweelcom)
held its 11th Annual Souq Ayadi Bazaar at
Al-Hussein Park. The Bazaar complements

‘Linking Operational Irregularities with Subsidies
to Investment Companies’ Workshop

The Public Transport Operations Department at the
Greater Amman Municipality (GAM) organized o
workshop for public transport companies (buses) un-
der the title "Linking Operational Irregularities with

Subsidies to Investment Companies'.

The workshop aimed to define to these companies
the subsidy mechanism offered to them by GAM and
which was adopted during the first half of the current
year. During the workshop, Head of Public Transport
Department Abdul Raheem Wreikat stressed the De-
partment’s intention to improve the quality of public
transport services within its specialization.

According to Wreikat, the subsidy offered to the
public transport (bus) companies by the Public Trans-
port Operations Department included their exemption
from the investment fees detailed in the contracts
which they had signed and which are estimated at
JD250,000 for the first half of 2009. The aim of this

nars for the drivers.

support is to encourage the companies to offer better

services to public transport commuters.

Muwaffaq Abu Jamous

Wreikat stressed that GAM is implementing «
policy of improving the public transport services by
supporting the public transport sector companies and |
that it will seek always to maintain this policy.

Wreikat explained that the Public Transport Oper-
ations Department has initiated a mechanism which
links the irregularities system with that of licenses
and permits at the Department, and noted that 15% of
the subsidy offered to any company will be deducted if
a vehicle commits one irregularity within one month,
whereas the whole subsidy will be cancelled should
one vehicle commits four irregularities per month.
After receiving complaints from the companies’ own-
ers that the operational irregularities stem from the
drivers’ personal conducts which are difficult to con-
trol, the Department has coordinated with the compa-
nies’ owners to hold training and rehabilitation semi-

‘Greater Amman Municipality and Miyahuna' Campaign for Water Awareness

Enjoy a beautiful garden by choosing drought-resistant plants; gardens
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the efforts that Tamweelcom launched in
2007 within the framework of its strategic
plan that seeks to merge its financial and
non-financial services provided to clients
by means of bazaars and permanent exhi-
bitions, which exemplify the fully integrat-
ed services that Tamweelcom endeavors to
provide in support of micro-entrepreneurs
and in fulfillment of its social message.
Some 60 participants took part in the
Bazaar, displaying their handicrafts that
included embroidery, pottery, mosaics,
straw items and household products.
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that require little water are delight to the eye and to the environment.
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Under the Royal Patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn Al Hussein
Greater Amman Municipality Hosted the second U.S. Arab Cities Forum in Amman

On behalf of HM King Abdullah II, Prime
Minister Nader Al-Dahabi recently inau-
gurated between June 22-24, 2009 the 2nd
US-Arab Cities Forum hosted by the Greater
Amman Municipality (GAM), at Al-Hussein
Cultural Center.

Mayor of Amman, Omar Maani, stated
that the forum was a good opportunity for
dialogue between Arab Mayors and their
American counterparts, and for looking
into issues of interest to all, such as good
governance in city management, youth
and city programs, urban development and
planning, public transport, and the role of
local administration in progress and in-
vestment.

He added, “During its 7,000 years, Am-
man has embraced various human civi-
lizations, which we have preserved as
testament to the City's ‘Dialogue of Civiliza-
tions’”

Mayor of Chicago, Richard Daley, said,
“By working together, we can build more
diverse economic regions.”

He explained that Chicago had the hon-
or of hosting the 1st US-Arab Cities Forum,
based on the City's twinning agreements
with Amman and Casablanca, attended by
50 mayors from 17 Arab countries, in ad-
dition to the United States of America and
Canada, with the aim of exchanging exper-
tise and finding solutions to the problems
faced by the cities.

“With mutual cooperation, we will be
able to find new strategies and best prac-
tices to face the most difficult challenges,”
he said. Daley added, “Urban centers will be
the focus of individuals’ interest during the
21st century; so, we should take an inter-
est in cultural bonds and expand our work
relations to be able to communicate in fu-
ture.”

Director of US Agency for International
Development (USAID), J. L. Nort, said that a
city is a center of human gathering that is
built on cultural concepts, indicating that
effective city management creates an envi-
ronment for economic revitalization.

He stressed that effective city manage-
ment should take into consideration ser-
vice development, through fulfilling the
needs of citizens and providing them with
all services, and building friendships with
private sector and local community.

For his part, President and Chairman of
the Board of Trustees of the Arab Urban De-
velopment Institute (AUDI) Sheikh Abdul-
lah Al-Ali Al-Nuaim, commended GAM's tan-
gible accomplishments that have placed it
at the forefront of municipalities serving
the City and citizens in the Arab world.

He said that cities are the driving force
of development, and that local authorities
today are concerned with various issues,
including climate changes, financial cri-
ses, urban transportation, and addressing
anomalies.

During the 1st session of the Forum,
Mayor of Riyadh, Prince Dr. Abdul ‘Azeez Bin
Mohammad Bin ‘Ayaf, gave a presentation
about Riyadh Municipality’s experience in
strengthening the human dimension of the
City, mentioning the positive impact result-

S-ARA
June 22-24, 2009 - Ammun

ing from interest in the human dimension
as evident in the increase of interaction
with various municipal projects and ser-
vices.

Commemorating the launch of the
Child-Friendly Cities guide, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees of AUDI, Sheikh Al-Nuaim,
described the components of the project
implemented by the Child-Friendly Cities
initiative during the past two years. These
included preparing literatures on the con-
cept of Child-Friendly Cities in the form of a
reference book and training guide, in addi-
tion to training employees in local admin-
istration, childhood councils, and national
community organizations on the meaning
of Child-Friendly Cities.

Advisor of the Child Protection Initiative
in the MENA region, Dr. Othman Al-Hasan
Mohammad Nour, stated that the concept
of Child-Friendly Cities, prepared by UNI-
CEF and developed by AUDI, aims at making
Arab cities more friendly and suitable for
children.

From another angle, Executive Director
of Social Services and Sustainability at GAM,
Taghreed Fakhouri, reviewed the projects
implemented by GAM in the past two years
to serve children, reflecting Amman'’s sta-
tus as a Child-Friendly City. These include
the Children Municipal Council’'s elections,
the “Arts in Everyone's Grasp” program,
and dealing with truancy.

Head of the Adolescence Project, UNI-
CEF-Jordan, Jumana Haj Ahmad, gave a
presentation during which she answered
the question “Is Your City Child-Friendly?”
by displaying the key elements each city
should have to be child-friendly.

During the second day of the forum,
Chief Chamberlain HRH Prince Ra’ad Bin
Zaid stressed that Jordan is fully commit-
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ted to integrate those with special needs
into the society and enhance their vital
contribution to the development process,
based on the values of solidarity and na-
tional unity.

Prince Ra’ad praised HM King Abdul-
lah II's initiative to form a royal commit-
tee responsible for the affairs of persons
with disabilities. In 2007, this committee
succeeded in outlining a national strategy
in Jordan, which was monitored later by
the formation of the Higher Council for the
Affairs of Persons with Disabilities, based
on “The Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Law No. 31 0f 2007".

Prince Ra'ad lectured the Forum on
ways to integrate those with special needs
in the community and preserve their rights
of movement. He pointed out that Mayor
Maani is working together with leaders of
the local community to enhance the urban
development in the Capital, employing the
advanced technical means proved by the
latest urban planning studies. Such devel-
opment, the Prince said, will certainly pre-
serve the City's natural and historic heri-
tage.

On his part, Maani briefed the partici-
pants on the recent projects accomplished
by GAM, including the modern road net-
work in Amman. He said that the majority
of the City's inhabitants are youth, with 55%
of the population below the age of 45, while
25% of them use public transport.

He emphasized that GAM's new ap-
proach aims at controlling the negative
impacts on environment, by increasing the
number of public transport commuters to
50% in 2025. He said that the Municipality is
developing public transport in Amman by
improving the current bus stations, and as-
signing an expert company to furnish the
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streets in the City with more bus stops, in-
cluding the ones dedicated for persons with
disabilities.

In the same context, Mayor of US City of
Oklahoma, Mick Cornett, briefed the Forum
on the urban development plan, making
the city pedestrian-friendly.

Mayor of Beirut, Abdel Mounim Al-
Ariss, talked about the plans to create an
entirely new city center in Beirut. These
plans were outlined soon after the end of
the 15-year Civil War in Lebanon in 1990.
The 25-year Solidere project for downtown
Beirut promises to be one of the greatest
challenges of modern-day urban develop-
ment, restoring the traditional buildings,
preserving heritage and enhancing tour-
ism and commerce.

Deputy Director of the Center for the
Study of the Built Environment, Hania
Maraqa, presented a paper about the Cen-
ter, its objectives and mission. She said that
the center aims at addressing the challeng-
es that affect the built environment in Jor-
dan, to help achieving a sustainable social
development. She pointed to the center’s
recent initiative to enhance communica-
tion with the local community, by increas-
ing transparency in urban governance.
The Center has recently issued an Arabic
translation for the book, “Corrupt Cities”,
and hosted its co-author, Ronald McLean
Abaroa.

Mayor of Chicago, Richard Daley, af-
firmed the importance of holding such
informative meetings, the end results of
which have bearing on planning and is-
sues that concern all strata of society, such
as the welfare of children, youth, and the
elderly. He voiced his hope that the Forum
would continue to be held, thus maintain-
ing constant communication.

Mayor Maani confirmed that the out-
come of the Forum dialogues had received
the attention and interest of the American
mayors who were unable to attend the
event.

Both Maani and Daley gave their thanks
to the participating mayors and all those
who helped make the Forum a success.

The 1st session of the last day tackled
the tenets of good governance. It kicked off
with a lecture by Mayor of La Paz / Bolivia,
Ronald MacLean-Abarod, on corruption
in cities, entitled “Transparency in Urban
Management”. During the lecture, he reiter-
ated that fighting corruption helpsincrease
municipal revenues, improve services, and
strengthen people’s confidence and input.

Mayor of Frisco / USA, Maher Masso,
and Mayor of Dubai, Hussein Loutah, shed
the light on public participation, and elec-
tronic government. Concluding the 1st
session, Director of Amman City, Ammar
Gharaibeh, talked about GAM's approach
for institutional change and development,
explaining that this was achieved by fo-
cusing on citizens, shifting from individual
work and centralization, to collective work
and decentralization, and focusing on the
community’s contribution.

In a work paper he presented on “Insti
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Celebrating Amman
Municipality Centennial

Amman Municipality on the
occasion of its centennial
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“Sing to Amman”

Abu Jaber Museum and
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Centennial Celebrations
Program

The Amman summer festival 2009 activities ended with a

Mayor of Amman Omar Maani an-
nounced the launch of the Amman
Summer Festival (ASF) 2009 under
the slogan “100 Ahlan Wa Sahlan”.

Maani said during the press con-
ference held at Al-Hussein Cultural
Center in the presence of Advisor
to Amman Mayor for Investment
& Tourism and the Festival's Direc-
tor Mr. Khaled Burgan, that Amman
Summer Festivalinits fourth season
has proven itself as a major event
that provides various activities and
functions in a unique environment.

“The Festival's philosophy is
to provide free quality public en-
tertainment that caters to various
social backgrounds especially chil-
dren,” the Mayor said.

Maani asserted that this year's
festival, which was first launched
in 2006, concentrates on enriching
the local art and culture scenes at
the local community level. “It comes
at a time when the Municipality cel-
ebrates 100 years since the estab-
lishment of its first Municipal Coun-
cil,” he added.

Burqan noted that ASF 2009 cel-
ebrates the City of Amman's history
and development from a small vil-
lage in the late 1800’s to a thriving
city with a population that exceeds
2.25 million today.

ASF 2009 functions took place
from July 8-2 at three different lo-
cations in King Hussein Park: The
Children's Zone with its inflatable
areq; the Handicraft Compound; and
the Food Court.

Local, Arab and international
bands performed at Queen Rania
Park, al-Wakalat Street, the Roman
Amphitheatre and Downtown Am-
man among other locations.

ASF 2009 was designated as one
of the most memorable events that
celebrate the Municipality and the
City this summer. Also, it provided
residents of Amman and their visi-
tors a unique experience in a family
atmosphere full of excitement and
fun.

The Festival's brand—a 7-colors
windmill—became an icon cher-
ished by Amman's residents and
visitors. The windmill promoted the
Festival on lamp posts, print mate-
rial and throughout the Festival's
grounds.

ASF has established itself as a
major public event. It has attracted
more than 600,000 visitors last
year from all age groups, many of
whom were regional visitors.

At the end of his welcoming
speech at ASF 2009's main venue in
Al-Hussein Park, Mayor Maani an-
nounced the launching of the Festi-
val, whereby a big sign celebrating
Amman Municipality’s 100th anni-
versary was lit up.

In his speech Burgan called on
visitors to grasp the opportunity to
participate in the exciting and family
friendly activities. He also hailed the
voluntary work of All Jordan Youth
Commission, for their participation
in organizing the festival, reiterat-
ing that the Festival was open to all
family members free of charge.

The Jordanian Armed Forces
Band performed at the opening cer-
emony to the delight of the crowd
who enjoyed the cultural perfor-
mance and the patriotic songs for
the Kingdom and the King. GAM's
troupe performed a number of folk-
loric dances,

Continued on page 3
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